32/CC/EB/3
Adopted on 25 March 2014

	
[image: image2.png]



	32nd UNOG Staff Coordinating Council

32e Conseil de coordination du personnel de l'ONUG


Le Bureau executive  Ξ  The Executive Bureau

Minutes of the 3rd meeting

held on Thursday 17 March 2014, at 12:45 p.m.

	Members of the Executive Bureau
	BALY, Chiraz
	Present

	
	DOUMBOUYA-FODE, Mohamed
	Present

	
	GHAILAN, Ahmed
	Present

	
	NWABUOGU, Gloria
	Excused

	
	PECK ARIF, Catherine
	Present

	
	RICHARDS, Ian
	Excused

	
	ROUAI, Slim
	Excused

	President of the Council
	GAZIYEV, Jamshid
	Present

	Vice-president of the Council
	JAMES, Elizabeth
	Present

	Observer
	RAMES, Dominique
	Present


Beginning of the meeting at 3:30 p.m.

Point 1

Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was unanimously adopted as reflected below.
Point 2

Adoption of the minutes of the 2nd meeting
The minutes of the 2nd meeting were adopted including changes proposed by email prior to the meeting, as reflected in the Council’s records.
Point 3

Update on Children’s Spring party
Ms. Catherine Peck Arif, Deputy Executive Secretary, briefed the EB on the Children’s Spring party, including dates, logistics, events and games being organized. She confirmed that the date for the party will be 16 April 2014, and that a broadcast will be sent to inform staff. Ms. Peck Arif pointed out that the event will cost approximately CHF 34’000 which is below the approved budget of CHF 38’000 (it was noted that the budgetary authorization is carried forward from the 31st Council, as it was decided by it to postpone the Children’s party until Spring 2014). Ms. Peck Arif said that, as per past practice, the participation of children of Council’s dues-paying members will be free, and the cost for all other staff members’ children is set at CHF 20 per child.
Point 4

IAC meeting
Ms. Peck Arif informed the EB that the UN Special Inter-Agency Committee (IAC) has to be reconvened following the elections of the 32nd Council. She noted that the World Health Organisation Staff Association had proposed 25 March 2014 to hold the meeting. The EB agreed to maintain the same nominations for the delegation representing the Council at the IAC. Mr. Ahmed Ghailan mentioned he is currently working on the IAC rules of procedure as previously agreed, and will submit to the EB the results of his review before the meeting.
Point 5

1% Development Fund
Ms. Peck Arif briefed the EB on the meeting with officers of the 1% Development Fund that she attended with Ms. Elizabeth James, where it was discussed how the Council could support the Fund through different means (such as facilitating the Fund’s dialogue with Management, explore the possibility of a payroll deduction contribution to the Fund, etc.). Ms. Elizabeth James mentioned the possibility of drafting a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the cooperation between the Council and the Fund. She said it would be good to have the commitments and cooperation with the Fund in writing. Mr. Jamshid Gaziyev cautioned against and automatic payroll deduction for the Fund, as it may seem contradictory with the current position of the Council on the OSLA tax. Mr. Ghailan pointed out that this is not the primary activity of the Council and thus it should stay as a side activity.
On the possibility of drafting an MoU, Mr. Gaziyev said that a document such as an MoU may not be needed as it may have large implications of shared responsibility and liabilities. He argued that instead the Fund could simply submit a list of items on which they wish to receive support from the Council and present their project(s). Ms. James agreed and clarified that support of the Council would only be on the Funds outreach. Mr. Mohamed Chiraz Baly commented that “Memorandum of Understanding” may not be the right term to what can be put in writing. Mr. Ghailan said that the degree of the Council’s involvement should remain within a frame.
Point 6

UBS shares
Ms. Peck Arif informed the EB that the bank UBS closed a fund on 27 December 2013 in which the Council held shares. The Council received in its current account a deposit of CHF 481’612.65 following the liquidation of its shares in that fund. Ms. Peck Arif requested the EB its approval to transfer those funds to the Council’s savings account for future possible use of the crèche project. This was agreed by the EB.
Ms. Peck Arif also mentioned that the closed fund had made a small profit since the purchase date, whereas the Council still holds shares on a UBS fund which shows a loss (as previously discussed during the 31st Council). She briefed the EB on the historical value of the shares. Mr. Ghailan suggested it would be best to discuss the possible selling of such shares at the Financial Commission. The EB agreed with the principle of selling such shares, and Ms. Peck Arif said she would bring the matter to the Financial Commission at its 1st session.
Point 7

Any other business
· Mr. Doumbouya-Fode enquired on the issue of 5-year fixed term contracts, it was clarified that this was still to be discussed with the Administration following the meeting with the Director-General.
· Mr. Ghailan enquired on the organization of a musical event of the Filipino community in the Palais, which Ms. Peck Arif replied that Mr. Richards had been in contact with the organizers and it should be brought up at the next EB meeting.  
End of the meeting at 1:30 p.m.
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