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	32nd UNOG Staff Coordinating Council

32e Conseil de coordination du personnel de l'ONUG


Le Bureau executive  Ξ  The Executive Bureau

Minutes of the 14th meeting

held on Monday 7 October 2014, at 1:00 p.m.

	Members of the Executive Bureau
	BALY, Mohamed Chiraz
	Present

	
	DOUMBOUYA-FODE, Mohamed
	Present

	
	RICHARDS, Ian
	Present

	
	GHAILAN, Ahmed
	Absent

	
	ROUAI, Slim
	Absent

	
	NWABUOGU, Gloria
	Absent

	
	PECK ARIF, Catherine
	Present

	President of the Council
	GAZIYEV, Jamshid
	Absent

	Vice-president of the Council
	JAMES, Elizabeth
	Present


Beginning of the meeting at 1:00 p.m.

Point 1

Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted unanimously as reflected below.
Point 2

Adoption of the minutes of the 13th meeting
The minutes of the 13th meeting were adopted with minor changes as reflected in the Council’s records.
Point 3

Update on lunchtime concerts
EJ briefed the EB on the lunchtime concerts currently being organized and went through the details. She suggested that the Council covers the lunch of the dancers coming from Bern to perform in the Palais on 22 October, and the cost of the visitors tour of the Palais for them also. The EB approved the purchase of DSR lunch vouchers for the dancers on 22 October, and to cover the cost of their visitors tour, not exceeding CHF 500. 
Point 4

Update on crèche
CPA briefed the EB on the joint meeting with the Swiss Mission, UNOG, the State of Geneva, the Foundation for Buildings for International Organisations, and an architect. The Council is currently awaiting response on various outstanding questions regarding construction. The minutes of the this meeting will be circulated to the Council.
Point 5

UNCTAD
IR briefed the EB on the matter of regularization of several staff members’ contracts in UNCTAD proposed by the UNCTAD Administration. Joint meetings continue to be held to ensure the protection of the staff members’ rights.
Point 6

UN Day
CPA recalled the broadcast that was sent out inviting clubs and all interested parties to attend a preparatory meeting for the showcase event on UN Day. The schedule and logistics will be discussed.
Point 7

Language teachers
CPA informed the EB the results of her analysis of information provided by language teachers and Administration, on the possibility of regularizing the teachers’ contractual situation. As the analysis shows, a complete contractual regularization cannot be possible without increased costs or a decrease in the number of teachers, plus contractual difficulties that would arise due to the nature of the work of the teachers and their working hours. They will be informed accordingly.
Point 8

Gaza
The EB discussed on how to transfer the funds/donations raised by staff in Geneva in benefit of their colleagues in Gaza which was deposited in the Council’s account. Taking into account security issues, the EB decided to hand the funds in cash directly to Mr. Matthias Behnke who has agreed to hand carry the funds when he leaves on mission shortly to Gaza, in coordination with Mr. Bradford Smith, staff representative in the OHCHR Sectoral Assembly.
Point 9

Any other business
-  MDF enquired on how could the Council assist in raising funds to help African countries with the Ebola outbreak. CPA suggested volunteers are found to organize a collection, which funds can be deposited in the Council’s account to be then transferred. A beneficiary would have to be identified – the EB suggested the NGO Médecins Sans Frontières.
-  Two requests from clubs for financial assistance were brought up to the floor (Football Club and Ex Tempore). The Secretariat of the Council will get in touch with these clubs to ask them to provide additional information required.
End of the meeting at 1:35 p.m.
1

[image: image1]