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	32nd UNOG Staff Coordinating Council

32e Conseil de coordination du personnel de l'ONUG


Le Bureau executive  Ξ  The Executive Bureau

Minutes of the 4th meeting

held on Monday 24 March 2014, at 1.00 p.m.

	Members of the Executive Bureau
	BALY, Chiraz
	Excused

	
	DOUMBOUYA-FODE, Mohamed
	Present

	
	GHAILAN, Ahmed
	Present

	
	NWABUOGU, Gloria
	Present

	
	PECK ARIF, Catherine
	Present

	
	RICHARDS, Ian
	Present

	
	ROUAI, Slim
	Present

	President of the Council
	GAZIYEV, Jamshid
	Present

	Vice-president of the Council
	JAMES, Elizabeth
	Present

	Guest
	Stanovic, Marko
	Present


Beginning of the meeting at 1.00 p.m.

Point 1

Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was unanimously adopted as reflected below.
Point 2

Adoption of the minutes of the 3rd meeting
The minutes of the 3rd meeting were adopted including minor changes proposed by Mr. Gaziyev.
Point 3

CCISUA General Assembly

Mr. Richards stated that he had received a larger number requests to be part of the delegation than number of places available, and therefore would like to propose the following:  Mr. Baly in his position as General Secretary of CCISUA plus Ms. James to represent the Council, Mr. Richards to as the leadership of the Council and Mr. Rouai as he was part of the working group on the upcoming General Service Salary Scale.  It was stated that since Mr. Stanovic had expressed his desire to attend the previous year’s CCISUA GA but Mr. Ghailan was chosen and attended instead, it was proposed that Mr. Stanovic be part of this year’s delegation.  This would also give other teams the opportunity to attend and gain exposure to this type of event.  This proposal was unanimously agreed. 
Point 4

Council Agenda
Mr. Gaziyev proposed the following items, for the Agenda of the upcoming Council Meeting:  Adoption of Agenda, Adoption of the minutes from the 2nd meeting, Report of the Executive Bureau,  (Mr. Ghailan joined the meeting at this point 1.03pm), 2014-2015 Work Programme of the Council, 2014-2015 Budget of the Council and Request for Support for the Filipino Choir.  (Ms. Nwabogu joined the meeting at this point).   Mr. Ghailan requested a point of order and asked that the minutes reflect that he was ‘protesting at the change in time of the meeting to 1.00pm as it used to be 1.30pm.  He reiterated that he has language classes.’.  Mr. Fode stated that if the meeting is at 1.00p.m. his supervisors would need to replace him as they are aware that he needs to be available from 1.30p.m only.   Mr. Richards stated that the problem is that certain staff have problems with their superiors when Council or Bureau meetings encroach too much into work time, he also asked Mr. Fode if it would help if he wrote to his supervisor to clarify the Bureau start time of 1.00pm.  Mr.  Fode agreed that this would resolve the issue.  Mr. Rouai stated that by using the lunch time as part of the time required for meetings and using less of his work hours, it would cause less problems for his colleagues.  Mr. Ghailan asked why we were trying to find a solution to a non-existent problem.  Ms. Peck Arif replied that it was a problem for certain members of both the Bureau and the Council even if it wasn’t a problem for him.  No objection was raised to the proposed Agenda for the Council.  
Point 5

Draft Work Programme 
Various discussions were held and several changes were made which were to be duly reflected in the new draft work programme that will be circulated to the Council.  Mr. Ghailan said that this should have been already circulated to the Bureau before the meeting, to which Ms. James responded that the Bureau works first on the draft and once consolidated the draft will be circulated to the Council.  Mr. Ghailan requested that a sub new header be added on Reform of the Council Statues as the current ones are outdated and cause problems.  Discussions were held on the fact that this has been on the work programme for several years now, and nothing has  been done.  Mr. Gaziyev pointed out that the focus of the work programme should be items for which there is a demand by staff.  Mr. Richards pointed out to accomplish the revision of the statues it would require a referendum. Ms. Peck Arif asked Mr. Ghailan if he honestly believed that it would be possible to acquire the number of signatures needed to be able to have a referendum.  Mr. Ghailan replied yes.  Mr. Richards said that the criterion for the draft work programme was to remove any items that had been there for some time and for which nothing had been accomplished.  Ms. Nwabuogu said that considering the time factor, only  items that were realistically accomplishable during the Council’s mandate should be included. To which Mr. Ghailan answered that the statues are full of absurdities and they date back to 1983, that he had spent a lot of time and energy working on this.  Ms. James suggested that if this was the case Mr. Ghailan should prepare a power point presentation for the Council highlighting those absurdities in order to allow a more detailed discussion.  Ms. Nwabogu said that she believed the point in question was ‘do the current statues prevent us achieving anything in this proposed work programme, if not we should concentrate our precious time on working to achieve those goals not trying to change rules and regulations’.  Mr. Ghailan insisted that he wanted this in the work programme.  Mr. Gaziyev proposed the review of the statues be added to the line concerning revisions of  guidelines for clubs.  It was finally agreed to include this text next to the clubs.  
Point 6

Draft Budget
Mr. Richards presented the draft budget and stated that this year’s priority was the crèche, following discussions and since this was reflected in the allocations, it was unanimously approved for the consideration of the Council.   

Point 7

Creche Visit
Mr. Richards requested approval for Ms. Peck Arif to visit a crèche in Luzern for the day.  The crèche to be visited was of the same plan and criteria that the Council would like the UN crèche to be built.  This travel by train was approved. 
Point 8

Any Other Business

Mr. Ghailan asked about the delegation to CCISUA.  Mr. Richards repeated the discussion that had been held before his arrival.  Mr. Ghailan responded that he was not in agreement that his name was not on the list and that he wished for it to be added.  He felt all lists should be represented as his list had been asked to nominate a person.  He felt that the Bureau had made rapid progress through the agenda items.  Mr. Richards repeated the explanation that it had been considered in all fairness to include Mr. Stanovic this year, as Mr. Ghailan had attended the previous year .  
End of the meeting at 2.30 p.m.
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