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34th UNOG Staff Coordinating Council 
34e Conseil de coordination du personnel de l'ONUG 

 

Le Bureau executive  Ξ  The Executive Bureau 
 

Minutes of the 5th meeting 

held on Friday 1 April 2016, at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Members of the Executive Bureau BALY, Mohamed Chiraz Present 

 CHAOUI, Prisca Present 

 GAZIYEV, Jamshid   Absent 

 NWABUOGU, Gloria Present 

 PECK ARIF, Catherine Present 

 RICHARDS, Ian Present 

 STANOVIC, Marko Present 

President of the Council CHANTREL, Dominique   Absent 

Vice-president of the Council KELLY, Paul Present 

Guests SHAMSIE, Syed Present 

 
 

Beginning of the meeting at 9:20 p.m. 
 

Point 1  Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted unanimously as reflected below. 

Point 2  Adoption of the minutes of the 4
th

 meeting 

The minutes of the 4
th
 meeting were adopted without changes as reflected in the Council’s records. 

Point 3  Space for club’s activities 

Ms. Chaoui informed the EB that the Club Santé Bien-être approached the Council saying they have 
a large number of staff in their waiting list to join the club’s activities because of lack of sufficient 
practice space, and that UNOG Administration had refused allocating more space to clubs than what 
is already allocated. The club therefore asked whether the Council could raise the issue with UNOG 
Administration. Following a discussion, the EB came to the general opinion that the club should be the 
one who identifies the available space in the Palais first, and then the Council may decide to intervene. 

Point 4  Staff blog 

Mr. Shamsie brought forward to the EB the possibility of a project to build a “staff blog” separate from 
(but with possible links to) the Council’s website and social media, which could function as a platform 
for staff to (anonymously) bring to light matters/experiences that are relevant to them and may not be 
shared otherwise. The EB discussed the possible project – including the extent and impact of 
anonymity, moderation of the site and free speech – and the experience in other duty stations with 
similar projects. Mr. Shamsie agreed to prepare a document outlining the concept and details of said 
project. 

Point 5  Genèveroule contribution 

Mr. Richards informed the EB that UNOG Administration approached the Council requesting a 
contribution of CHF 2’000 for the Genèveroule project, which consists in offering free bicycle rental for 
UN and other international organisations’ staff at Place des Nations. He clarified this is the same 
project for which the Council contributed the year before, and it is one third of the total cost which is 
shared equally between UNOG Administration and the City of Geneva (CHF 6’000 total). Following a 
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brief discussion, the EB agreed to recommend to the Council plenary the approval of this contribution 
which is not contemplated in the approved budget. 

Point 6  G1-G4 Review Group 

Mr. Richards recalled that the G1-G4 Review Group has been operating for 2 years, and a proposal 
was raised to update its membership. In that sense, the EB agreed to recommend to the Council 
plenary the inclusion of Ms. Peck Arif and Mr. Baly in to the group. 

Point 7  Special Post Allowance (SPA) Committee 

Mr. Baly explained the purpose of the SPA Committee and informed the EB that he will be stepping 
down as the staff representative in this joint body. Following a brief discussion, the EB agreed to 
designate Mr. M. Stanovic as staff representative to the SPA Committee, with Mr. Baly as alternate. 

Point 8  1% Development Fund 

The EB was made aware of a proposal by the 1% Development Fund to subscribe a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the Council, whereby further cooperation between the two entities is 
officialised under the terms therein described. The EB proceeded to discuss the substance and 
implications of said MOU, and decided that further study of the document is required. To be discussed 
again in the future. 

Point 9  Refreshments at the long service awards ceremony 

Mr. Richards raised a proposal to offer refreshments following the long service awards ceremony for 
our honoured colleagues. Following a brief discussion, the EB agreed to recommend to the Council 
plenary the approval of an expenditure of up to CHF 3’000 for this purpose. 

Point 10  Agenda for the next Council meeting 

The EB discussed different items to include in the agenda for next Council meeting, which the EB 
decided to call for 14 April 2016. 

Point 11  Children’s party 

Ms. Chaoui informed the EB that the quote from the company Kidevents for an amount of CHF 34’295 
will be submitted to the Council for approval, which is within the approved budget line of CHF 35’000; 
negotiations currently continue with the view of lowering the quote’s amount. 

Point 12  Any other business 

 Ms. Chaoui informed the Council that a letter will soon be sent to staff representatives in joint 
bodies to ensure they are aware of their role as staff representatives. 

End of the meeting at 10:25 a.m. 


