
The following is the reply of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Volker Türk, to 
the letter of the OHCHR Staff Committee. It was sent on 28 August 2025. 
 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
  
I received a letter from the Staff Committee on the situation in Gaza, which raises 
important concerns. 
  
I know we all share a feeling of moral indignation at the horrors we are witnessing, as well 
as frustration in the face of the international community’s inability to bring this situation to 
an end. 
  
I have discussed this most recently with our colleagues in the OPT office and team in 
Geneva. They continue to do extraordinary work, and I'd like to take this opportunity again 
to pay tribute to them. The importance of this work cannot be overstated, especially given 
the extent of its influence, which, though it may not be always visible, is widely recognized. 
  
Our professionalism in monitoring and reporting has enabled us to maintain our steadfast, 
principled advocacy and the visibility of our voice as we encourage all Member States to 
ensure accountability. I will continue to demand accountability and to raise concerns as to 
third party complicity regarding arms transfers facilitating violations, as well as to ensure 
we uphold robust due diligence for our own partnerships and engagements. 
  
As I hear your own passionate pleas for justice, I also call upon you to remain united as an 
Office in the face of such adversity: united in values, in solidarity and in our determination 
to use our crucial mandate to make a difference for human rights. This will remain a core 
commitment on my part and a critical element of our conversations moving forward. 
  
Warm regards, 
Volker Türk 


